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SCIENTIST, DOCTOR, TEACHER
(ON THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF PROFESSOR VIKTOR
OLEKSANDROVYCH DELVA)

Poltava State Medical University (Poltava, Ukraine)

Viktor Oleksandrovych Delva was

born on 28 May 1924 in Bezgynove,

Novo-Aidarskyi  district,  Luhansk

region, to an officer and a teacher.

From the age of four, Victor was raised

by his mother alone. His childhood

was spent in the difficult, hungry

1930s, but the boy grew up extremely

intelligent and inquisitive. He studied

well, had great abilities in physics

and mathematics, read a lot, was

fond of literature, and wrote poetry.

He dreamed of studying astronomy,

so he planned to enter the Faculty

of Physics and Mathematics. But this

dream did not come true, as Viktor

Oleksandrovych graduated from the

10th grade in June 1941, when the

Great Patriotic War began. Victor, 19,

volunteered for the war in February

1943. He wrote in his memoirs: «We were gathered near
the village council, where we were taught to shoot for
seven days. And we went to the front.» He served as a
sapper, took part in the liberation of Ukraine and Poland,
reached Berlin and was a direct participant in its charge.
V.0. Delva was awarded the Orders of Glory of the Il and
11l classes, the Order of the Great Patriotic War of the Il
class, and ten medals. Despite all the horrors of the war,
Viktor Oleksandrovych wrote poetry filled with light,
love for people and his Ukraine, and hope for the future
during every rest after the battle. His military experience
hardened his character and formed the main guidelines
for the future life of the future professor. While still at the
front, he changed his dream of becoming an astronomer
and decided to become a doctor - to help, save, and give
hope for life.

After being demobilised in 1946, Viktor
Oleksandrovych entered Donetsk Medical Institute and
graduated with honours in 1951. It was a unique, first
post-war graduation of persistent and motivated young
people. He worked at the Luhansk Regional Clinical
Hospital as a neurologist. His inquisitive mind and
aptitude for science allowed him to enter the clinical
residency at the Department of Nervous Diseases of
Donetsk Medical Institute, where he rose from a senior
laboratory assistant to associate professor and deputy
dean of the medical faculty. All of Viktor Oleksandrovych’s
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Two mothers knew the heart of their son:
One of them is at home crying for me,
And the other mother, my native Ukraine
Undefeated in the bloody fire.

Victor Delva

professional life was connected with
neurology. As a practitioner, he was
sensitive and attentive to patients,
and as a scientist, he always tried to
find the truth in order to help and
cure them. The young scientist’s hard
work resulted in his PhD thesis on the
peculiarities of cerebrospinal fluid
changes in vascular and inflammatory
diseases of the nervous system,
which was successfully defended in
1957. His fascination with the study
of brain tissue in various neurological
pathologies did not allow him to
stop there and encouraged him
to continue his work as part of his
doctoral dissertation. His scientific
achievements, successful teaching,
and practical activities led to his
promotion to associate professor in
1963.

In 1963, V.0. Delva was invited to the position of the
Head of the Department of Nervous Diseases of Ivano-
Frankivsk Medical Institute, where he continued his
scientific and practical work, and in 1965, he defended
his doctoral dissertation on the study of the quantitative
content and diagnostic value of trace elements in brain
tissue in various diseases of the nervous system. Viktor
Oleksandrovych skilfully combined his research activities
with teaching neurological science to the younger
generation of higher medical education students. In
1966, V.O. Delva was awarded the academic title of
Professor.

Being  versatile and professional,  Viktor
Oleksandrovych had excellent organizational skills,
which allowed him to effectively combine scientific
research, teaching, and practical medical activities
with his work as first the Dean of the Medical Faculty
and then the Vice-Rector for Academic Affairs of lvano-
Frankivsk Medical Institute. In 1974, V.0. Delva was
appointed to the position of Rector of Poltava Medical
Dental Institute, combined with the position of Head of
the Department of Nervous Diseases.

Under the rector’s leadership, thousands of doctors
were trained, who are now working in the healthcare
system of Ukraine, teaching the younger generation,
passing on the experience and achievements of their
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teachers, remembering and honouring their rector,
who presented them with a diploma of higher medical
education and showed them the way to professional life
by his example.

During this period, a new morphological building
was built, housing the departments of human anatomy,
pathological anatomy and forensic medicine, philosophy,
anatomy with clinical anatomy and operative surgery,
pathophysiology, histology, cytology and embryology.

Professor Delva V.O.s scientific research concerned
the most urgent problems of neurology: vascular
pathology of the brain, peripheral nervous system
disorders, malignant brain tumours, and hereditary
diseases of the nervous system. The scientist’s greatest
attention was focused on the study of the quantitative
content and diagnostic value of trace elements in brain
tissue, which was a very progressive area at that time.
Viktor Oleksandrovych is the author of more than 200
scientific papers and a supervisor of 1 doctoral and 10
PhD theses.

V.0. Delva was an outstanding personality. In addition
to his scientific, medical, and teaching work, he was
actively involved in public activities. He was repeatedly
elected as a deputy of the Poltava City Council. He
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was the chairman of the Regional Scientific Society of
Neurologists and Psychiatrists and the Poltava Regional
Committee for the Protection of Peace for many years.

Viktor Oleksandrovych was a member of the editorial
board of many scientific periodicals and a member of
the Poltava Writers” Union. His memories of the events
of the war are embodied in fiction and documentary
stories written in the form of diaries: « We Were Walking
Here for a Long Time», «Two Years Before the War», «In
the Formidable Glow of Forty-first», and a collection of
poems «Dnipro».

Professor Delva was awarded the honorary titles
«Honoured Worker of Higher Education of Ukraine»
and «Excellence in Healthcare» for his merits in training
medical personnel, scientific and practical activities and
active participation in public life.

Viktor Oleksandrovych Delva was a well-educated,
cultured, and modest person, a true professional: a
scientist, a doctor, and a teacher. Let’s honour and
remember our teachers! Their life paths, experiences,
and achievements teach and inspire us to love our
country and our profession, to study and work for the
benefit of people!

BYEHWIA, NIKAP, NEQATOT
([0 100-P14YA BIA, AHA HAPOOMKEHHA
NMPO®ECOPA BIKTOPA O/IEKCAHAPOBUWYA AENbBU)

NonTaBcbKuUi gepaBHU meauuHuii yHisepcutet (m. MonTaea, YKpaiHa)

JdenbBa Biktop OnekcaHgposuy
Hapoausca 28 TpaBHA 1924 poky B
ceni besriHoBe HoBo-AigapcbKoro pa-
MoHy JlyraHcbKoi obnacTi B cim’'i odi-
Lepa Ta BUNTENbKU. 3 YOTUPUPIYHOIO
BiKy BikTOpa BMXOBYBana Aunle maTw.
[OUTUHCTBO NPUMLINOCL HA BaXKi, ro-
nogHi 30-Ti poku, ane xnoneub pic
HaA3BMYAMHO PO3YMHUM Ta AOMNUTAU-
BMM. HaBuyaBcAa BiAMIHHO, MaB BENUKI
34i6HOCTi A0 }i3MKM Ta MaTemaTuKu,
6arato yMTaB, 3axon/OBaBCA NiTepa-
Typoto, nucas Bipwi. Mpieto xnonua
byna acTpoHOMia, Tomy i nJaHyBaB
BCTyNn A0 ¢isnKo-matemaTuyHoro ¢a-
KynbTeTy. Ane uii mpii He cyamnoca
34iicHUTUCL, 60 10-i Knac BikTop
OneKkcaHOpoOBMY 3aKiHYMB B 4YepBHiI
1941 poky, Konm no4anaca Benuka
BiTumsHAHa BiliHa. 19-piuHunin BikTOop
[06poBONbLEM MNIWOB Ha BiHY y Atotomy 1943 poky.
AIK NucaB BiH y cnoragax: «Hac 3ibpann 6ina cinbcbKoi
paaun, Ae NpoTArom 7 AHIB HaBYanm CTpinATh. | mm niwam
Ha GpoHT». CNyXKMB canepom, NpUIMaB yyacTb Y BU3-
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[Bi maTepi nisHano cepue cnHa:
OpaHa 3 HUX BAOMA Naayve No MeHi,
A gpyra matu — pigHa YKpaiHa —
HesbopeHa B KpMBaBOMY BOTHi.
Bikmop Aenvea

BOJIeHHI YKpaiHu, MonbLui, giwos ao
camoro bepniHy i 6yB 6e3nocepeaHim
y4YaCcHMKOM Koro wTtypmy. B.O. Oenb-
Ba HaropoaxKeHwn opaeHamu Cnasu
I1'i Il ctyneHis, opgeHom Benukoi Bi-
TYM3HAHOI BillHKM |l cTyneHA, pecATb-
Ma meganamu. He 3BaXkatoum Ha BCi
YKaxu BiHKM, BikTop OnekcaHapoBuY
Ha KOXXHOMY BiAMO4YMHKY nicna 6oto
nucas BipLUi, MPOHU3aHI CBITIOM, /t0-
608’10 A0 Nogen Ta cBOEI YKpaiHu,
Hajjielo Ha MmanbyTHe. [MponaeHui
BOEHHWUI WAAX 3arapTyBaB XapaKTep
i cdopmyBaB roN0BHi OPIEHTMPU B NO-
OANbLUOMY KMUTTI MalibyTHbOro npo-
¢decopa. LLe nepebyBatoun Ha GpoOHTI,
BiH 3MiHMB CBOIO MpIitO CTATM aCTPOHO-
MOM i BUPILUWB CTaTK NiKapem — Jono-
mMmarati, pATyBaTW, 4aBAaTW Hajilo Ha
KUTTA.

[emobinizysaswnce y 1946 poui, BikTop Onekcan-
ApoBuY BCTYNUB A0 [lOHEeLbKOro MeANYHOro iHCTUTYTY,
AKMI 3aKiHUMB 3 Big3HaKoto B 1951 poui. To 6ys ocobaum-
BUW, MepLIMi MICAABOEHHUIM BUMYCK HaMoseriMBux Ta
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MOTUBOBAHWX MooaMX Ntofeit. MNpautoBas B JlyraHCbKil
06nacHiN KNiHiYHIM nikapHi Nikapem-HeBpOoMnaTo/0rom.
Jonutansuin po3ym Ta 34iOHOCTI 40 HayKU 403BOAUAMU
BCTYNUTM A0 KAiHIYHOI opAnHATYpu Ha Kadeapi Hepso-
BMX XBOPOO [JOHELbKOro MeaUYHOro iHCTUTYTY, e NOTiM
[Jenbsa B.O. npoiiwos waax Big ctapworo nabopaHTta
[0 [OLEeHTa, 3aCTyMHWKa AeKaHa NikyBanbHOro ¢aky/b-
TeTy. Bce npodeciitHe xutta Biktopa OnekcaHgpoBmya
6yn0 noB’A3aHe 3 HEBPONOTIELD. AK NPAKTUKYOUUIA NiKap
BiH OyB YyMHMM Ta YBa*KHMM [0 MALEHTIB, AK BYEHUN
— 3aB)KAM HamarascA 3HAWUTK iCTUHY, WOO AONOMOITH i
BUMiKyBaTW. Hanonernnea npauda Monogoro HaykoBsLA
BTi/IMNACb Y HAaNUCAHHI KAHAMAATCbKOT AucepTaLii, npu-
cBAYeHoi 0cobNMBOCTAM 3MiH CIMHHO-MO3KOBOI PigMHK
Npu CygMHHUX Ta 3anasibHUX 3aXBOPIOBAHHAX HEPBOBOI
cucTeMu, sika byna ycniwHo 3axuueHa y 1957 poui. 3a-
XOMNEHHA AOCAIAMKEHHAM TKaHMHU MO3KY MpU Pi3Hii
HEeBPONOriYHIN naTonorii He Aann 3yNUHUTUCA Ha JO-
CAFHYTOMY i CMOHYKanu A0 noganblioi poboTn B MeXKax
BMKOHaHHA AOKTOPCbKOI AncepTalii. HaykoBsi 3006yTKN,
ycCrilHa BMKAaZaubKa Ta MPaKTUYHA AiANbHICTb Npu3Be-
N [0 OTPUMAHHA Yy 1963 poui BUeHe 3BaHHA AOLEeHTa.

Y 1963 poui B.O. enbBa 6yB 3anpoLLeHnin Ha nocaay
3aBigyBava Kadeapu HepBoBMX XBOPOb |BaHO-DpaHKiB-
CbKOF0 MeZMYHOro iHCTUTYTY, e BiH NPOAOBXWUB CBOIO
HayKOBO-MpPaKTUYHY poboTy, i y 1965 poui 3axmctus foK-
TOPCbKY AMcepTaLLito, NPUCBAYEHY BMBYEHO KiNbKICHOrO
BMICTY i 4iarHOCTUYMHOMY 3HAYEHHIO MIKPOENEMEHTIB Y
TKQHWHI MO3KY MpU Pi3HMX 3aXBOPIOBAHHAX HEPBOBOI
cuctemu. Biktop OnekcaHApPOBUY YMINIO NOEAHYBAB A0-
CNiIAHUUDBKY AiANBHICTb 3 BUKIAAAHHAM HEBPOOFIYHOI
HayKM MOJIogOoMYy MOKOMiHHIO 3406yBadiB BULWOI me-
AMYHOi ociTh. Y 1966 poui Jenbsa B.O. oTpumas BYeHe
3BaHHA npodecopa.

byay4un pi3HO6iYHO TanaHOBUTOK Ta NpodeciiiHo
noanHoto, Biktop OnekcaHApOBMY MaB MpekpacHi op-
raHisaToOpCbKi 34i6HOCTI, WO [A03BO/ANAO edpeKTUBHO
NOEAHYBATU HAYKOBi AO0CNIOXNKEHHA, BWKNALALbKY Ta
NPaKTUYHY NiKapCbKy AiaNbHICTb 3 pob0TO Ha Nocagax
CNoYaTKy AeKaHa meauyHoro GpakynbTeTy, a NoTiMm i Npo-
peKTopa 3 HaBYa/lbHO-HayKOBOi Po60THN IBaHO-PpaHKiB-
CbKOT0 MeAMYHOro iHCTUTYTY. Y 1974 poui denbsa B.O.
6yB NpuM3HayYeHMIi Ha nocady pektopa MonTaBcbKoro
MeANYHOro CTOMATO/IONYHOrO IHCTUTYTY Y MOEAHAHHI 3
3aBigyBaHHAM Kadeapo HeEPBOBUX XBOPOD.

3a pektopcTtBa BikTopa OnekcaHppoBMya MiAroTos-
NeHi TUCAYi NiKapis, AKI CbOroAHI NPaLLoTh HA TeEPeHax
OXOPOHM 340p0B’A YKpaiHK, camMi B¥Ke HaBYatoTb MoJioge
NMOKOANIHHA, NepeaatoTb AOCBIA Ta 3400YTKM CBOIX BUNTE-

NiB, Nam’ATalOTb Ta WAHYOTb CBOTO PEKTOPA, L0 BPYyYMB
iMm AMNAOM Npo BULLY MeAUYHY OCBITY i CBOIM MpPUKAa-
[OM OCBITMB ,0pOry B NpodeciiHe KUTTA.

Y uel nepiog nobysoBaHO HOBMIN MOPGHONOTIYHWIMA
KOpnyc, Ae po3TalloBaHi Kadeapw aHaTOMIi NOANHNK,
naTosIoriyHOi aHaToMmii Ta cyaoBoOi meauunHu, dinoco-
¢ii, aHaTOMIT 3 KNiHIYHOIO aHATOMIEIO Ta ONEepPaTUBHOO
Xipyprieto, natodisionorii, ricronorii, uutonorii Ta em6pi-
onorii.

HaykoBi pocnigeHHs npodecopa [Mdenbsu B.O.
CTOCYBa/IMCA HaMbiNblW aKkTyasbHMX Npobnem HeBpo-
norii: cygMHHOI naTonorii Mo3Ky, ypaxkeHb nepudepuny-
HOI HEPBOBOI CUCTEMM, 3/1I0AKICHUX MYyXJIMH FONOBHOMO
MO3Ky, CMafKOBWX 3aXBOPHOBaHb HEPBOBOI CUCTEMM.
Halibinbla yBara HayKkoBLA 6yna NpuKyTa 40 BUBYEHHSA
KiIbKICHOro BMICTy Ta 4iarHOCTMYHOTO 3HAYEHHA MIKpPO-
€/1eMEHTIB Yy TKaHWHI roN0BHOIO MO3KY, WO 6yno ayxe
NPOrpecMBHUM HamnpPAMKOM Ha ToM 4ac. Biktop Onek-
CaHAPOBMY € aBTOPOM bBinbLu, Hixk 200 HayKoBMX MpaLp,
KepiBHMKOM 1 AOKTOPCbKOI Ta 10 KAaHANAATCbKUX Ancep-
Tauin.

JenbBa B.O. 6yB HenepeciyHow ocobucTicTio —
nopsz i3 HayKoBOO, NiKapCbKOIO Ta BMKAAZALbKOK po-
60TOI aKTMBHO 3aMaBCA FPOMALCHKOK AiANbHICTIO:
HeoaHopa3oBo 0bupascA AenyTaTom oATaBCbKOT MiCb-
Koi Paau, 6arato pokis 6ys ronosoto 061acHOro Hayko-
BOro TOBAPMCTBA HEBPOAOTIB i NcuxiaTpis, ronosoto Non-
TaBCbKOro 06/1aCHOr0 KOMITETY 3aXMCTy MUPY.

Biktop OnekcaHApoBMY OyB YNEHOM peaaKuifHoi
Konerii 6araTboX HayKOBWUX NepiogMyYHUX BUAAHb, y/ie-
Hom [lonTaBcbKoi cninkm nitepatopis. Cnoragu npo
nogii BiMHW BTIANMAWUCA B XYAOMHbO-AOKYMEHTaNbHUX
noBicTAX, HanucaHux y Gopmi woaeHHUKIB: «Mwu HLwan
ctoan posro», «[la poku nepes BiMHOW», «Y Tpi3HiN
3arpasi COpoK nepworoy, 36ipHMKY BipwiB «AHiNpPoBi».

3a 3acnyrm y niagrotosLi MeguUYHUX KagpiB, HayKo-
BO-MPaKTUYHY AiANbHICTb Ta aKTUBHY y4acTb Y rpomaj-
CbKOMY KUTTi npodecop Oenbsa B.O. 6yB yAOCTOEHW
MOYECHOrO 3BaHHA «3acC/Ny)KeHUM npauiBHUK BULWOIT
WKoM YKpaiHM», «BigMiHHMK OXOPOHM 340Pp0B’A».

BikTop OnekcaHaposuy enbea 6yB pisHOHIYHO OCBI-
YEHO, KY/IbTYPHOIO Ta CKPOMHOLIO JIIOAMHOIO, CNPaBXK-
HiMm npodecioHanom: BYEHUM, AiKapem, Menarorom.
WaHyimo 1 nam’ATaEMO HalMx BUMTeniB! Ix UTTEBUI
WAAX, AOCBiA, 34006YTKM BYATb | HAAMXAOTb HAC NOOBUTK
CBOO KpaiHy, cBO npodecito, BUNTUCH i NpaLLoBaTK Ha
6naro nogei!
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