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The article highlights the main components of media competence. Special attention is paid to the level of media
literacy of medical university students. The survey showed that there was no significant difference between the level
of media literacy among undergraduate students and high school graduates. But there is a noticeable difference in
the practical use of these soft skills, especially when using medical information. The majority of students of higher
medical education believe they have media literacy skills and independently search for the necessary data on the
Internet without noticing the source of information. Only 35% of respondents are interested in the author of the
message or article. When preparing for classes, more than 75% of students use textbooks. Among high school gradu-
ates, only 20% use specialized medical databases, in the group with undergraduate degree, this share is below 10%.
Almost 40% of high school graduates do not check the reliability of the source of medical information. To improve
the skills of medical university students for selective perception of information, teachers of clinical disciplines should
pay more attention to the development of critical thinking skills and data analysis of the professional information.
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Introduction.

The rapid development of information technologies
has expanded the capabilities of modern society and
changed the direction of its evolution. Today, informa-
tion acts as a means, a resource, a product and a com-
modity, and this has led to an increase in its importance
and opportunities to influence the public. Modern peo-
ple have become addicted to information. Every day, the
media presents new challenges and threats to which we
must adapt. The inability to analyze information leads
to its chaotic accumulation. It becomes difficult to un-
derstand what is true and what is fiction without media
literacy skills. In general, society today has not formed
a “procedure” for independent search, selection and
awareness of information, and this means that there is
a significant gap in the knowledge and skills of media
literacy among the population [1].

The COVID-19 pandemic has forced educators
around the world to improve their computer literacy
and media competence [2]. In particular, in higher medi-
cal education, there was a tendency to introduce new
forms and methods of learning into the educational pro-
cess, which contribute to its intensification, stimulation
of students’ motivation to study, formation of indepen-
dent and creative work skills in future specialists. The
need to use new remote technologies and simulation
methods in conducting practical classes and lectures
with higher education students has also increased [3, 4,
5]. With the beginning of a full-scale war on the territory
of Ukraine, the health care system and the educational
sphere faced new challenges. The internal and external
migration crisis forced doctors and educators to once
again master new technologies and communications
[6]. The enemy is attacking Ukrainians with weapons
and fake information. Information is a powerful weapon
in modern warfare, therefore, in the modern world, the
ability to analyze, to separate truth from lies, to think
critically by perceiving different messages is vitally im-
portant [1]. Under these conditions, media education

becomes a fundamental component of the country’s
information security. According to the Concept of the
introduction of media education in Ukraine, media
literacy is a component of media culture, which refers
to the ability to use information and communication
technology, to express oneself and communicate with
the help of media, to successfully obtain the necessary
information, at the same time to perceive and critically
analyze information received from various sources, to
understand the reality constructed by media sources,
to understand the manipulations and types of control
they cultivate [7]. Most often, military actions are
accompanied by propaganda and isolation of society
from true information. Therefore, institutions of
higher medical education face a new challenge — to
train specialists who will not only possess perfect
theoretical knowledge and practical skills, but will
also be able to adapt to changes in living and working
conditions, respond adequately to them, and look
for new opportunities for personal and professional
development [8]. And in this sense, media literacy is the
most important component of media competence [9].

The use of unreliable information by students during
independent work can create a false impression of a part
of professional knowledge. It should not be forgotten
that the Internet is a very powerful technology that
provides easy access to both the best and the worst
achievements of mankind. The urgent task of media
education is the formation of preparation for the
informed selection of articles and messages and the
implementation of their critical analysis. Media literacy
acquires special importance in the era of information
warfare, and this needs to be emphasized once again.
But, despite the significant relevance of this problem in
our time, the issue of media literacy among students of
higher medical education in Ukraine (especially taking
into account their previous education) has not been
sufficiently studied in the available literature, and led to
the conduct of this study.
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Figure — The level of media competence among the medical university students.

The aim of the study.

To determine the level of media competence and
mastery of media literacy skills among students of higher
medical education of 2-4 courses in the specialty «222
Medicine» and «228 Pediatrics» depending on their
previous education (high school graduates or students
with undergraduate degree) with further comparison of
the obtained results.

Object and research methods.

To achieve this goal, we developed a questionnaire
and conducted a survey of 205 students of higher medi-
cal education, including 100 people with undergraduate
degree (Group 1) and 105 high school graduates stu-
dents (Il group). The questionnaire contained questions
related to the concept of media literacy, previous study
of this “soft skill” and possession of media literacy skills
from the point of view of respondents’ self-assessment.

Research results and discussion.

The results of the research revealed that the majority
of respondents (83% in the first group and 82% in the
second group) know the concept of «media literacy»
(figure), but 69% of the respondents of the | group and
67% of the Il group did not study the basics of media
literacy in high school or do not remember it. Only 43%
of respondents with undergraduate degree are sure that
they studied media literacy in college, almost the same
number (40%) of respondents of the Il group remember
that they studied this «soft skill» at the university.
This may indicate insufficient long-term survival of
knowledge in this discipline. Among mass media, the
majority of students of higher medical education prefer
the Internet in general without paying attention to the
source of information (79% and 86%, respectively, by
group), messages in social networks (73% and 87%) and
channels in messengers (61% and 80 % respectively).
Only every fifth student gets information from
periodicals on the Internet, although it is these media
that have links to sources of information. One third of
respondents in both groups learn news from television.

Among applicants with undergraduate degree 42%
do not trust the mass media, this figure in the Il group
is 29%. More than 80% of respondents in both groups
check the credibility of the information source, but it is

quite interesting how they do it. After all, only 35% of
respondents are interested in who is the author of a
message or article. The majority of interviewed higher
medical education students (77 and 85%, respectively,
by group) use different sources of information, not
realizing that fake information can also spread through
different channels. To the question «How has your
trust in mass media changed after February 24, 2022?»
almost every third respondent answered that he began
to trust the mass media less after the start of warfare on
the territory of Ukraine. More than 50% of respondents
consider their media education to be quite sufficient,
although one third of high school graduates respondents
are aware of the need to deepen their knowledge and
practical skills in this field. 77% of students use different
sources of information, when they suspect that the
news is fake. When preparing for classes, the majority of
students (75% in the 1st group and 93% in the 2nd group)
use textbooks, only 20% of the high school graduates
respondents use specialized medical databases, in
the group with undergraduate degree, this share is
generally 6-10 % (depending on the scientometric base).
And this indicates the insufficient level of knowledge
of medical students about the sources of current
medical information and causes us to be wary. After
all, we are deeply convinced that in their professional
activities doctors and pediatricians must independently
navigate the variety of medical information. And not
only that, but also to know how to check it. And what
do we have? Almost 40% of high school graduates
do not check the reliability of the source of medical
information, or believe that medical information cannot
be unreliable. Among the respondents with under-
graduate degree, this share is significantly lower, only
24%. In the same group, almost half of students are sure
that the presence of undergraduate medical education
already allows them to decide independently whether
medical information is true. In our opinion, this is also
a rather interesting fact. Regarding the influence of
clinical disciplines on the formation of media literacy,
only about 40% of respondents in both groups note a
certain role of these components of the educational
program in improving media literacy skills. So, after all,
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clinical departments, on a level with non-clinical ones,
should also take an active part in the formation of a
highly qualified specialist who is able to independently
understand the endless streams of medical information,
which is constantly updated. And there is a lot to work
on in this problem. It should also be remembered that
media socialization, which is absolutely necessary for
students of higher medical education, involves a two-
way complex process of social adaptation, formation
and development of the personality, and the teaching
staff of the higher education institution should play the
main role in the formation of a media-literate doctor.

Conclusions.

The majority of students of higher medical education
(regardless of previous education) believe they have
media literacy skills and independently search for the
necessary data on the Internet without noticing the

their media space, and a conscious approach to media
consumption. Taking into account the request to
improve the skills of selective perception of information
of the student community, teachers of clinical disciplines
at the level of non-clinical disciplines should pay more
attention to the development of critical thinking skills
and data analysis coming from various media and orient
students of higher medical education in the professional
information flow.

Prospects for further research.

The problem of media literacy of the next generation
of doctors requires serious research. So it is necessary
to increase the number of interviewees, to include in
the questionnaire not only students of higher medical
education from other courses of the master’s level
of higher education, but also bachelor’s degrees, to

investigate the media literacy of intern doctors of
various specialties.

source of information, which may be due to the lack of
skills in checking the authenticity of the article, analyzing
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OUIHKA TA CAMOOLIHKA PIBHA MEAIATPAMOTHOCTI 340BYBAYIB BULLOI OCBITU 3 NOBHOKO CEPEA-
HbOIO TA BA30BOKO MEAWYHOIO NEPEABULLOKO OCBITOKO: € HAA YXM MPALIOBATHU

IsaHunubKa T. A., lNMeTtpos €. €., bypmak 1O. I, KyabmeHko H. B., Cakesuu B. [1.

Pe3stome. IHPopmaUif, SKa Hapasi BUCTynae NoBHOLIHHO 36pO€to0 Mo cyTi ABAAE cObo0 MeToau iHpopmaL,in-
HOTrO BMJIMBY Ha CyCMiNbCTBO Yepes pi3Hi iHbopmaLiliHi KaHanu. BUKopUCTaHHA HegoCTOBIpHOT iHhopMaLii 3406y-
BaYaMM OCBITM Mif Yac caMoCTilHOT poboTn moke chopmyBaTh XMBHE YyABNEHHA NPO YaCTUHY NPodecitHMX 3HaHb.
MegaiarpamoTHicTb HabyBae 0cob6MBOT BaXK/IMBOCTI B enoxy iHGopMaLiiMHOT BiHK. Ane, HE3BaXKatouM Ha 3HAYHY
aKTyaslbHICTb L€l Npob6emu B Halll Yac, NUTAHHSA MeaiarpamoTHOCTI cepes 3406yBadiB BULLOT MeaMyHOi 0CcBiTH (0co-
611BO 3 ypaxyBaHHAM iXHbOI NonepeaHboi OCBITM) B AOCTYMNHI NiTepaTypi BUCBITAEHI HEAOCTAaTHLO, WO i 3yMOBU/IO
NpPoBeAEHHA LbOro Aoc/igKeHHsA. MeTol AOCNIAMKEHHA CTAaNo 3'ACyBaHHA PiBHA MeAiaKOMNETEeHTHOCTI Ta 0BOJIO-
AOiHHA HaBMYKaMKM MefiarpaMoTHOCTI cepes 3406yBaviB BULLOT MeANYHOT OCBITM 3a/1eXHO Bif iXHbOi NonepeaHboi
OCBITM 3 NOAANbLUMM MOPIBHAHHAM OTPMMAHMX NOKa3HMKIB. Hamu po3pobneHo aHKeTy Ta NpoBeAEHO ONUTYBAHHA
205 3806yBaviB BULLLOT MeANYHOT OCBITH, cepep, AkMx — 100 ocib, Wo matoTb AMNAOM MOJIOALIOTO crewianicta, gpaxo-
BOro Monoguworo 6akanaspa, monoaLworo 6akanaspa meanumnnu (I rpyna — 6asosa ocsita) Ta 105 3506yBauis BULLOT
MeZAMYHOI OCBITM 3 MOBHOO 3arasbHON cepeaHboto ocgiToto (Il rpyna).

PesynbTaTamu NpoBeAeHOro AoCNiaxKeHHA 6yno 3’AcoBaHo, WO nepeBarkHa binblwicTb onmMTaHux (noHag 80% B
060X rpynax) 3Haliomi 3 MOHATTAM «MeAiarpaMoTHICTb», NpoTe 69% onutaHux | rpynu Ta 67% — |l rpynu He BUBYANK
OCHOBW MeZiarpaMOoTHOCTI B cepeailt Wwkoni abo He nam’sTatoTb nNpo Le. Cepes 3acobiB macosoi iHpopmauii 6inb-
WicTb 3406yBayviB BULLOI MeAMYHOT OCBITM HafaloTb Nepesary rMobanbHi mepesi IHTepHeT 6e3 yBaru Ha AxKepeso
iHpopmau,i (79% Ta 86% BianoBigHO No rpynax). 3 NepioAnYHUX iHTEepPHeT-BUAAHb Yepnae iHPopMaLLito TiNbKK
KOXeH N'ATni cTyaeHT. Jlinwe 35% pecnoHAeHTIB LiKaBAATbCA, XTO € aBTOPOM MOBiAOMEHHSA YK cTaTTi. Micaa no-
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YaTKy NOBHOMACLITAabHOI BilHN KOXKEH TPEeTilt pecnoHAEeHT cTaB MeHLwe A0BipATM 3MI. Mpwu niarotoBu,i A0 3aHATb
/IeBOBa YacTKa 3406yBayviB OCBITM KOPUCTYIOTbCA MigpyYHUKamM (NoHag 75%). Cepefs, BUNYCKHUKIB WKiN nuwe
20% KOpUCTYHOTbCA MeAUYHUMM CaiTamu, B rpyni 3 6a30BOO MeANYHOO OCBITOM LA YacTKa HMKYe 10%. Maiixke
40% BUNYCKHUKIB cepeAHbOI LWKON He NepeBipae AOCTOBIPHICTL AKepena meanyHoi iHbopmalii, abo BBaXKag,
o megmnyHa iHhopmaLia He moxe 6yTM HefOCTOBIPHOHO.

BucHo8Ku. binbuwicTb 3006yBayiB BULWOI MeAMYHOT OCBiTM (He3anexHo Bif nonepeaHboi OCBITU) BBaXKatoTb, LLLO
BOIOA,it0Tb HAaBMYKAMM MeAiarpamMOoTHOCTI Ta CAaMOCTIHO LWYKaloTb HeobXigHi AaHi B 1obanbHin mepei IHTepHeT
6e3 3ayBarkeHHsA Axkepena iHbopmalii, Wo moxke 6yTn NoB’a3aHOo 3 BiACYTHICTIO HABMYKMU NEPEBIPKM AOCTOBIPHOCTI
NoBifOM/IEHHA Ta CBIZLOMOrO Miaxoay A0 NUTaHHA MeZiacrnoXKMBaHHA. BpaxoBytoum 3annT HA NOKPALLEHHA HAaBUYOK
CeNeKTUBHOro CNPUMHATTA iHPopMaLii CTyAEeHTCbKOI rpomMaam, BUKAa4auyaM KAiHIYHUX AUCUMNAIH Ha PiBHI 3 4o-
KNiHIYHWUMUK BapTo Ginblue yBarv NpUAINATA PO3BUTKY HABUYOK KPUTUYHOTO MUC/IEHHA Ta aHaNi3y AaHuX, WO Haj-
XOAMTb 3 Pi3HMX Mefia Ta 30pieHTYBaTK 3406yBayiB BULLOI MeaUYHOT OCBITH B NoToLi npodeciiHoi iHbopmaluii.

Knto4oBi cnoBa: megajiarpamoTHicTb, 3406yBayi BULLLOT MeAUYHOI OCBITU, MeaiakoMMneTeHTHICTb, «soft skills».

EVALUATION AND SELF-ASSESSMENT OF MEDIA LITERACY LEVEL OF MEDICAL UNIVERSITY STUDENTS WITH AN
UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE AND THOSE WHO ARE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES: THERE IS STILL WORK TO BE DONE

Ivanytska T. A., Petrov Ye. Ye., Burmak Yu. G., Kuzmenko N. V., Sakevych V. D.

Abstract. Information, which currently acts as a full-fledged weapon, represents methods of informational
influence on society through various information channels. The use of inaccurate information by students during
independent work can create a false impression of a part of professional knowledge. Media literacy becomes
especially important in the age of information warfare. But, despite the significant relevance of this problem in our
time, the issue of media literacy among students of higher medical education (especially taking into account their
previous education) has not been sufficiently investigated, which led to the conduct of this study. The purpose of the
study was to find out the level of media competence and mastery of media literacy skills among students of higher
medical education, depending on their previous education, with further comparison of the obtained results. 100
persons with undergraduate degree (I group ) and 105 high school graduates (Il group).

The results of the research revealed that the vast majority of respondents (more than 80% in both groups) are
familiar with the concept of «media literacy», but 69% of the respondents of the 1st group and 67% of the 2nd
group did not study the basics of media literacy in high school or did not remember about it. This fact indicates
insufficient long-term survival of knowledge in this discipline. Among mass media, the majority of students of higher
medical education prefer the global Internet without paying attention to the source of information (79% and 86%,
respectively, by group). Only every fifth student gets information from periodicals on the Internet. Only 35% of
respondents are interested in the author of the message or article. After the start of a full-scale war, one in three
respondents began to trust the media less. When preparing for classes, more than 75% of students use textbooks.
Among high school graduates, only 20% use specialized medical databases, in the group with undergraduate degree,
this share is below 10%. Almost 40% of high school graduates do not check the reliability of the source of medical
information, or believe that medical information cannot be unreliable.

Conclusions. The majority of students of higher medical education (regardless of previous education) believe
that they have media literacy skills and independently search for the necessary data on the global Internet without
noticing the source of information, which may be due to the lack of the ability to verify the authenticity of the
message and conscious media search. Taking into account the request to improve the skills of selective perception of
information of the student community, teachers of clinical disciplines should pay more attention to the development
of critical thinking skills and data analysis coming from various media and orient students of higher medical education
in professional information.

Key words: media literacy, students of higher medical education, media competence, soft skills.
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